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By BARBARA THOMAS
' I O’BRIEN

"The third annual Saint David’s

Day dinner of the Welsh Sociely

‘of Grealer Cincinnati was heid

Feb. 28-at David's Bulfel in Cin-
cinnati. The celebration included
a tribute to the past and a call lo
action for the future,

The Welsh seitiement of Ohio
was the subject of our featured
speaker, Judge - Chase Davies.

i Judge Davies, who was born in

o |

= = |

——

p

soulth Wales, was a judge in Cin- ~

cinnali for many years and is also
a former president of Lthe Cincin-

S

CH"SE M.D VIE‘-‘l

na[i School Board. His spee(h
was both a lesson in history and a
testament to the living Welsh -
spiri! in America.

- Judge Davies {focused on

. Venedocaa Ohio, a community

about 125 miles north of Cincin-

i nati, Venedocia was founded by
‘ three {amiiies that came from

Wales in 1847. Ohio was

. wilderness then. The families’
t took shelter  from the weather

and wild animals in a deserted
log cabin, then cleared a smali
area and constructed log cabins
of their own.

FARFROM ANY church, these
-isolated people held their own

regular worship service, said

Judge Davies. ‘"They took-iurns__

meeling in each others’ homes,
and they would read the Scrip-
ture — in Welsh, of course.— say
prayers, and then give a sermon,

Jrom a book of sermons that
they had.”

The w11derness wag cleared
st

EITIEE YVanadnania darow

oo iU was only English,

' good still but nothing like it used

Cincinnati -~ I have lived here
© since 1906, when Lwas eight years |

_had iwo sermons, one in English
and one in Welsh, by a Welsh

¥

century by “a magaificent
edifice,” Judge Davies said.
“I remember, going there, the

went into the church there were
no choirs. They had a leader, and
they had a {ine organ, The leader
gol up in front. The tenors sat in |
one place, the bass singers in
another, the sepranos and altos in -
another, and they all sang as a -
choir. 1t was magnificent, They
sang in Welsh. The sermons were ;%
in Welsh.

“Liitle by littte, the Welsh gave
oul so that they had parlly Welsh
sermons sometimes, and partly .
English. And 1t wasn’{ fong untit -
I was up
there Jast year. There's no longer
a Weish minisier. The music is

to be. They sing the old Welsh ;
songs, but in English. -

“WHAT HAPPENED there
happened. . .in all'the olher com-
munities the Welsh assembied. I |

of age — there were {hree Weish
churches. . .and they preachedin
Welsh. And the same thing hap-
pened here that happened in
Venedocia. Little by littie, they

minister, and it wasn’t long
before there was an English
minisier and no longer any |
Welsh, ‘
Mn tt;e male choir of
Venedocxa Ohm went out lo
Washmgion where the National .
Eisteddfod. was held, and took '
first place. There’s no ionger a -
male chorus in Venedocia that
sings in Welsh. :

“The Saint David’s Society (of
Cincinnall) was quite active in
the early pari of this century. But
little by little you could see that
interest in it was diminishing. .
Ao the point that there no longer
was a Saint David's Society. It
had ceased o exist. But the in-
terest inthe Welsh was still there,
dormant, and it needed to be &
revived.”

e

AND REVIVED it was, as
wiinessed by the near-overflow
crowd that had assembied fo
celebrate the feast day of Saint
David. After congratulations to
our founder and president, Glyn
Long, and the other officers of the
Welsh Society of Grealer Cincin-
nali, Judge Davies ended his ad-
dress with a chalienge:

M each one of us could set et

¢ e e T
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“of Welsh Revival

{Continued from page 1) 7

' Lo do it, this could turn out to be _

music,” he conlinued. “When you " i 45 [ine a Saint David's Day group

as you can find in the country.
“You all get NINNAU — why,

organizations existed throughout
this counlry. And il looks as if

" there's a revival among all of
 them, as there is here.

1 know that revival is going to

, that's"a [ine thing. I never realiz-
~ ¢d how many Welsh societies and

. Ohio;

within- our sociely, Music was
provided by the choir, Cor Gwaliz
soprano soloist Gwen
Owens; and harpist Diane
Hughes Schneider. The singing.

_we are proud to say, was entirely

in Weish.

We witnessed the debut of the
Dylan Thomas Players, who per
formed an excerpt from “*Under

- Milk Wood.” The Players consis!
. at this time of Giyn, whose stage

continue. T just hope that you and -

every one of us — and that in-
cludes me, and I pledge myself o

do what T can — see that this

Welsh society of Grealer Cineins
nati becomes one of the finest in
the country.”

.

The entertainment that follow- -

ed Judge Davies’'s address

: revealed Lhe depth of talent:
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experience inciudes productions
of Shakespeare in Cincinnali, anc
Audrey Williams. Mrs. William:

. is an accomplished actress wh

had the experience of appearing
with Richard Burton when he was
a novice. If the growih of th
Players paraflels the rest of ouw
society, they will soon be a legion

ON MARCH 6, Cor Gwalia Ol
traveled by bus to Oak Hill, Ohic
to sing al another Saint David’
Day Dinner. There should be a

“account of that celebratio

elsewhere in these pages. We d

“want to"report that ‘the spirit o
" Welsh smgmg 1s alive and well it
- Qhiol ¢

We were especiaily moved b
the group singing at the end of th
evening's celebration, Mr. Roge
Williams, wilh Peg Thomas o
piano, briskly led us throug
-several pieces in our gymani

" ganu hymnals. The people of Oa

Hill sang in Weish as well o
-English and handled the ha
‘meny parts beaulifully. One o
our brought-up-in-Wales choi
members was overheard to say
wistfully, that it reminded her ¢
the singing at home, High praise

.
BT Twa, T e
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The third annual Saint David's

Day dinner of the Weish Society
‘of Greater Cincinnali was held
Feb. 28 at David’'s Buffet in Cin-
cinnati. The celebration included
a tribute to the past and a call to
;. action for the fulure.

| The Welsi setticment of Chio
was the subject of our featured
speaker, Judge Chase Davies.
: Judge Davies, who was born in

south Wales, was a judge in Cin-

cinnati for many years and is aiso
a former president of the Cincin-

s
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nati School Board. His speech
was both a lesson in history and a
{estamenl to the living Welsh
spirit in America.

Judge Davies focused on
Venedocia, Ohio, a community
aboul 125 miles north of Cincin-:
nati. Venedocia was founded by-
three families that came from
Wales in 1847. Ohic was’
- wilderness then. The {amilies
took sheller from the weather
and wild animals in a deserted
iog cabin, then cleared a smgzll
area and constructed log cabins
of their own. '

FARFROM ANY church, these
isolated people held their own
regular worship service, said
Judge Davies. ““They took-turns_
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cenlury by “‘a magnificenl
edifice,” Judge Davies said.
“I remember, going there, the

music,” ke continued, “When you "4

wen! into the church there were
no choirs, They had a leader, and
they had a{ine organ. The leader

gol up in front. The tenors sat in |
one place, the bass singers in °

another, the sopranos and altos in

another, and they all sang as a -
choir. It was magnificeni. They
sang in Welsh. The sermons were ;|

in Welsh.,

out so that they had parily Welsh

sermons sometimes, and partly .
Inglish. And it wasn'l long uatil
v iU was only Lnglish, T owas up

ihere last year. There's no longer |
a Welsh minister. The music is
* ' good stiil but nothing like il used |
-t be. They sing lhe old Welsh :

songs, but in English. - - :

“WHAT HAPPENED there
happened™” .in all the other com- ¥
&1 munities the Weish assembied. In |
-Cincinnati — I have lived here !
;. since 1906, when L was eight years |

of age — there were three Welsh
churches. . .and they preached in

Welsh. And the same thing hap--

pened here thal happened in
Venedocia, Liltle by htlie, they

_bad two sermons, one in English
~and one in Welsh, by a Welsh .

“minister, and i wasn't long
before there "was an English
minister and no longer any

Weish, g i
: “In,}rﬁﬁéﬁthgmﬂle choir of
Venedocia, Ohio, went out- to:

Washington where the National &
Eisteddfod. was held, and took °
first place. There’s no longer a .
male chorus in Venedocia that -

sings in Welsh,

“The Saint David's Society (of °

Cincinnali) was quite active in
the early part of this century. But
litile by little you could see that
interest in it was diminishing. .
.to the point that there no longer
was a Szint David's Society. 1t
had ceased to exist. But the in-
lerest in the Welsh was still there,
dormant, and it needed to be
revived.” '

AND REVIVED il was, as
wilnessed by the near-overflow
crowd that had assembled {o

1 meeling in each others’ homes, celebrate the feast day of Saint

and they would read the Scrip-
ture — in Welsh, of course — say
prayers, and then give a sermon.
. from a book of sermons that
they had.”

The wilderness was cleared
Veneadnria orew  ard

David. After congratulations to
our founder and president, Glyn
Long, and the other officers of the
Weish Society of Greater Cincin-
nati, Judge Davies entled his ad-
dress with a chalienge:

1 each one of us could get fust
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to do it, this couid turn out to be
as fine a Saint David’s Day group

~-as you can find in the country.

“You all gel NINNAY — why,

. that’s™a fine thing. I never realiz-

ed how many Welsh socielies and
organizations existed throughout

* this couniry. And il looks as if
" there's a.revival among all of
¢ them, as there is here.

-1 know that revival is going to
continue, I just hope that you and
every one of us — and. that in-
cludes me, and I piedge myself to
do what I can — see that this
Welsh sociely of Greater Cincin:
nati becomes one of the finest in
the country,”

The entertainment that follow- -

ed Judge Davies's address

. Ohio;
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the depth
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within our society. Music was
provided by the choir, Cor Gwalia
soprano soloist  Gwen
Owens; and harpist Diane
Hughes Schneider, The singing.
we are proud to say, was entireh
in Welsh. "

We witnessed the debut of the
Dylan Thomas Players, who per
formed an excerpt from ‘‘Under

. Milk Wood."” The Players consist

al this {ime of Glyn, whose stage
experience includes productions

" of Shakespeare in Cincinnati, anc

Audrey Williams. Mrs. Williams

. is an accompiished aclress whe

had the experience of appearing
with Richard Burton when he was
a novice. If the growth of th
Players parailels the rest of ow
society, they will soon be a fegion

ON MARCH 6, Cor Gwalia Ol
traveled by bus to Oak Hill, Ohic
to sing at another Saint David’
Day Dinner. There should be a

" account of that celebratio

elsewhere in these pages. We d

“.want to report that thespirit o
-, Welsh singing is alive and well
© Qhiot & - 7 o

We were especially moved b
the group singing at the end of th
evening’s celebration. Mr. Roge
Williams, with Peg Thomas o
piano, briskly led us throug
-several pieces in our gymani
‘ganu hymnais. The people of Ga
Hill sang in Welsh as weli a

;- English and handied the ha:
. mony parts beautifully. One «

our brought-up-in-Wales choi
members was overheard to sa3
wistfully, that it reminded her ¢
the singing at home. High praise
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le seminars conducted
0 e Ve

ine ing
ing the seminars
nd :good .

social houran i
fellowship was enjoyed
¢ only delicious but artistic
- and tastefully presented. A huge

beautiful cake in celebration of

familiar voice on TV and radio

. "Gwawr (pronounced GWDW ;
er), a lovely and superbly talent-
gatt

by all. The banquet fare was not
ally

s iy,
es and ‘England, but also
n North America. He is also a

Wales.

Welsh soprano
er  division - -

soprano-voice. It was a love-
tyitreat-for our «children and
fults.

ceived standing ovations; we |
Just-didn’twant it alf to end '
" "The ‘whole evening was Guit-
standing and the 55th anniver-
sary of WSCO’'S $t David’s °
Day Celebration will be a very
pleasant memory indeed. :
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vir :Howard. Stringer ‘shares o conversati
Jones, first woman member ‘of the Wels clety
Philadelphia, and with Dr. Jean Roberts, first woman '
President of the Welsh Society of Philadelphia af ‘the 275th
nnual Ban Iz»ést honoring St. David, the organization was

. Past Presidents of the Welsh Society of Philadelphia celebrat-
- ingithe 275th Anniversary Banguet. L -to R: David J. Jones,
“Jr..of Newtown Square, Pennsylvania; Jack R. Williams, Jr. of
.. Wayne, Pennsylvania; David A. Walker of Philadelphia.
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nd has mas-
difficult “peniflion-
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=10 1996 “the sisters accom-
| Panied théir ¥ ther on;a Very:sic-
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& ehicken barbocue will b
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“0r more informay

advance or at the door for $5. Sy
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C’ontmuedfrompa 1 - WaIes In 1996 the sxsters
C ‘—‘) . accompanied their father on a
= suécessful U S tour. - -

.- The public is 1nv1ted to attend
iese special programs. For,
ore mformation, contact Rev
en_d Pratt the Salem Church

© - National ‘Eisteddfod on several
.+ occastons ‘and-is a:regular per-
' former:at-concerts mot-only in
Wales ‘and- England; but also.n
North -America; He has-toured
in Australia, ‘Africa, and in the
FarEast:and is a familiar voice
on FV.and radio in Wales: =+
“Menna and-Gwawr - Edwards,
daughters of Dafydd Edwards ey
have built a4 :s0hd followmg in e
the past-few years. . : 1
Menna-holds:a: degree in
Musical ‘Accompaniment from - |
the :University :of Wales,
Cardiff, ‘and ‘has. accompamed' g
her: father on-concert -tours and i
on innumerable-recordings.‘She
- 15 :a popuilar-solo:performer at =
concerts -and -eisteddfodau, and -
she ‘has ‘accompanied . many
Welsh male voice choirs includ-
ingithe Cor ‘Glannau Ystwyth,
i the:Powys, and the-Caerparfon.
' “She‘has recently completed.a
© concert tour: n Germany and -
. Brtteny, - o
-+ Gwawr, just 13, has studled' i
“harp for five years and ‘singing .
5 for11 years, and-has-mastered
the very difficuli “penillion™
smgmg form whzch is umque t




